
 

 

15th December 2022  

Dear Parents and Carers  

As usual the run up to Christmas is always a busy one. It has been great this year to enjoy our usual 

celebrations of Christmas dinners, Christmas jumpers and celebration assemblies. There has been a lot of 

hard work too!  

Well done to Year 9 who have completed their exams and already received their reports. They have 

reflected on their progress and thoughts are turning to their GCSE option selection ready for next year. A 

lot of work goes into this from staff and students as data is reviewed and subject taster sessions are 

planned. Parents can look forward to an Options Evening on Monday 23rd January to explain and start the 

process.  

Year 11 students have been working very hard during their Mock exams. They have been supported with 

revision strategies and managed the pressure very well.  Now it is the teachers’ turn to work hard marking 

the papers. Students will be having a Mock Results Day on the 6th January when they will receive their 

Mock grades. This is an important process for those in Year 11 and can be daunting for some, but we do 

support them through this process with plenty of staff on hand. You will receive your child’s report the 

same day. The Parent Consultation evening is on Thursday 12th January, where teachers will be on hand 

with advice and guidance to ensure the time between January and May is well spent. This consultation will 

be held in person at the school between 3:30pm – 6:30pm. Appointments will be made in the usual way 

using our online booking system.    

All other year groups have been experiencing topic tests and are focusing on making progress with the 

curriculum. Well done to all the students for engaging so well during the long Autumn Term.  

As we draw to the end of the Autumn Term, it is an excellent time to cast a spotlight on new additions to 

the school’s curriculum.  

Year 7 Languages  

Before our Year 7 students embark on their study of a specific language, they have spent the Autumn 

Term getting to grips with the study of languages as a whole. This included answering key questions like: 

• Why should we learn a language?  

• Where do languages come from? 

• How are languages connected?  

Did you know, for example, that learning a language improves problem-solving skills, conceptualising and 

reasoning? Not only this, languages are of course incredibly helpful for communicating whilst we’re on 

holiday, but, looking into the future, would be an excellent tool for the world of business – with German, 

French and Spanish being rated as the most useful languages for UK Business Managers.  

Students have completed taster sessions in these three languages, working hard to learn greetings, initial 

introductions, the numbers 1-20 and how to order food and drink. As we have got closer to the Christmas 

period, they have also learnt about Christmas traditions and vocabulary from across the globe. 

 

 

 



 

A huge amount has been completed and our Year 7 students should be congratulated on the progress 

that has already been made. 

Moving forward, students have expressed their language preferences for January, and they will be 

regrouped ready for 2023! 

 

Year 10 Health and Social Care 

Elsewhere, our Year 10 students have begun studying a qualification which is brand new to The Hurst. 

The Cambridge National Certificate in Health and Social Care is a vocational qualification that proved 

popular with our students as they moved into Key Stage 4.  

This half term the coursework has focused on individual’s physical, intellectual, emotional and social 

development (PIES). Students have looked at life stages as well as the factors affecting development 

such as the environment you live in as well as the relationships you build with people. In order to explore 

this more fully, students will be interviewing a chosen adult over the Christmas period to identify and 

discuss different types of support that has been available through significant life events, for example in 

illness or injury, or more positively – marriage.  

Students have also begun to look at different types of communication. One of their final lessons this half 

term gave them the opportunity to research and teach each other sign language through song lyrics. This 

was a real eye opener! 

Next term students will host our first external speaker - a multi service manager - who will talk to the pupils 

(virtually) about their experience in the Health and Social Care sector as well as linking a specific area of 

the course content to real life practice. There will be a further three Q&A sessions across the year where 

practitioners with varying job roles and experiences will engage with our students, to apply the theory to 

practice. 

Again, well done to our Year 10 students who have already achieved so much. And thank you to Mr 

Davidson who has set up this area of study for the school. 

 

Admissions 

I am pleased to say that we are again over subscribed for applications for Year 7 admissions in 

September 2023. Thanks to our enthusiastic and skilled staff our successful Open evening and Open 

mornings helped to show parents what The Hurst has to offer.  

Attendance 

I am very aware that attendance letters were sent out this week and can only apologise for causing some 

concern amongst parents.  The letters were sent in line with the statutory government guidance which has 

been updated post lockdowns. It puts a strong responsibility on each school to inform parents of their 

child’s attendance and highlight the concerns relating to their absence. We know that illness is a big issue 

in schools across the UK and we are no exception, especially during this term. Many students at The 

Hurst have been struck down with coughs, colds, sickness bugs, flu and a few cases of Covid. In most 

cases lower attendance is a result of these illnesses or other genuine reasons, and as a result I am sure 

will improve next term. The letters are to highlight to you as parents/guardians that your child has had 

absences so far this year, however we appreciate that for the majority of parents these have been due to 

unavoidable illness and following medical guidelines thereafter. The letters did not reflect that enough 

hence causing concern. We will take that on board for future letters, but hopefully you will find them more 

positive as attendance, all being well, improves after Christmas.  

 

 

 



 

I would like to reiterate that it is important for parents to call in and let us know about their childs’ absence. 

It is important that you call daily and it would be very useful to know what the illness is so that we can 

monitor the spread of any bugs.  You can call on our main number 0118 981 7474 and press 3 to leave a 

message or email attendance@hurst.hants.sch.uk   

There is further information from the NHS regarding common illness at  https://what0-

18.nhs.uk/national/worried-your-child-unwell/child-unwell-ok-go-nurseryschool  

 

Staffing 

We are sad to announce that our Assistant Headteacher, Matthew Hunt, is leaving us to join Hampshire 

Local Authority supporting looked after children across the county. He has been with The Hurst for 15 

years in a variety of roles and will be solely missed by staff and students alike. We wish him every 

success for the future. His responsibilities will be taken up by our new Assistant Headteacher, Sally 

Coneley.  She is joined by Mark Fricker who also starts as an Assistant Headteacher in charge of 

Behaviour and Standards. Welcome to them both.  

 

Parents’ survey 

Our latest parents’ survey is now open for your input. Click https://forms.office.com/e/4i7rzaAueh  to open 

the form. It should take between 5 - 10 mins so please take a moment to fill it in and help us plan for the 

future.  The deadline for entries is the 6th January.  

 

Governors 

And finally, working with parents is very important to ensuring that we improve and provide the best for 

your children. If you are interested in working with the school more closely then we are still looking for one 

more Governor. For more information and how to express your interest then please click here. 

 

Finally, please click here to view a summary of all the Christmas activities from the past couple of weeks.   

 

Have a very merry Christmas and New Year.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Jayne McLaren 

Headteacher 
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