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Year 9 Trip: PGL
Friday 27th - Monday 30th May, Year 9 pupils travelled with their Head 
of Year, Miss Veitch, and other teachers to PGL Liddington near 
Swindon. We got on the designated coaches at 1:30 in the afternoon 
and arrived at the activity site shortly after 3-3:30 and settled into our 
new rooms and environment for the weekend. The grounds were vast, 
150 acres (the size of 11 full-sized  football pitches, with fantastic 
weather to accompany), and the variety of activities was immense: quiz 
night, raft building, Jacob’s ladder, challenge course, abseiling, capture 
the flag, canoeing, climbing, archery, giant swing, bonfire night, sensory 
trail, and a zipwire! 

All the activities contained their own challenges and twists: an 
excellent example would be raft building - you may be good at tying 
knots to hold together your raft, but do you have teamwork and quick 
thinking? Because if not, you may flip your whole raft over and cause 
your teammates to get the brunt of it (looking at you group 8 boys).

Another great factor of the trip was - food. Some say it was 
controversial but they must have not tried the Pain au Chocolate which 
was truly amazing. Also, after many students discovered the PG Tips 
teabags, life had never been better; the 3 teas per meal time were the 
perfect diet for the time they woke up as the energy that was required 
straight after. A massive thank you to Miss Veitch for organising! 

“PGL was an amazing 
experience and the 
atmosphere throughout the 
weekend was great, the 
activities were very 
enjoyable along with the 
instructors, overall it was an 
awesome experience and 
would love to do it again.”-
Sophie B.

“My experience was really 
good because Jemima made 
me a great tea; the zipwire 
was really fun because I did 
a run up off the tower and 
fell backwards but my 
favourite was rock climbing 
because our instructor, 
Archie, was really nice!” -
Chloe M.

“I loved every activity I 
did, but my favourite 
memory from PGL would 
be the very competitive 
ping pong matches I 
would have with my 
friends (even though I 
never won a game in the 
whole 4 days…” -
Gracie J.
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Costello
The Year 9 girls are back at it again, but sadly, not as victorious. 
Against Costello’s team, they batted first and managed to win a 
couple of rounders, but the opposing team snuck in more points and 
we left with a loss. Despite this though, the team played fantastically 
and caught out many of the Costello team.

The Vyne
The Hurst’s team went out again against The Vyne’s rounders team 
and left with a draw; both teams achieved 6 rounders and the 
tension during the final match was sky high as the Hurst girls were 
hoping The Vyne wouldn’t score another point, which luckily they did 
not! All girls played with enormous effort and the player of the match 
from both games was Gracie, although everyone deserved it as the 
levels of teamwork and sportsmanship was going through the roof!

Placement
All of this resulted in The Hurst Year 9 rounders team being awarded 
3rd place in the competition – well done to all those involved! 

Year 9 Rounders Matches

On Friday 13th of May, The Hurst hosted an event that the school 
has never done before - a colour run in which students run through 
a designated route around the school’s grounds whilst having 
teachers throw handfuls of powdered paint at them. Entry to the 
event was £5 and all the profits went towards new outdoor facilities 
for the students to enjoy. 

The colour run



From what people have been saying 
about the event, it seemed to be 
something you didn’t want to miss! 
We hope to see the school host 
more interactive and enjoyable 
events like this in the near future.
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Year 9 History Trip: Belgium 

On Friday 13th of May, the Year 9 cohort arrived at school at 4:20AM to 
start their road trip from England, through northern France, to 
Belgium. The trip was centred around WW1 battlefields and war 
memories - visiting Tyne Cot, the largest war memorial in Belgium, 
alongside many other memorials for the soldiers who sacrificed their 
lives for their country. We were able to learn the stories of the past 
and the land that we live on. Additionally, Tyne Cot holds nearly 
35,000 servicemen; many of which are unnamed. After paying our 
respects, the group took a cheeky pitstop at a delicious Belgium 
chocolate shop, which gave out free samples and was highly 
appreciated by all before the sluggish coach journey they had yet 
again to bare. And as our amazing tour guides once said, “You finally 
get to do something none of these soldiers got to do: go home,” which 
without doubt started the water-works for a few.

“I loved visiting all the historical site and landmarks across Belgium! It 
was really interesting to see the memorials and the story’s behind 
them and the people’s lives celebrated within them.”- Poppy N

These past few weeks have 
been very challenging and 
required a lot of hard work, 
so a massive well done to all 
the Year 11’s and good luck 
for any exams that are 
coming up! Good luck for 
your futures and experiences 
in college/ the world outside 
of The Hurst.

Congrats Year 11!
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The West End Trip

On Monday the 23rd of May, a group of students who attend music 
clubs and lessons were invited to go and see a musical production of 
‘Back To The Future’.

The day started off when we assembled in the layby where our coach 
was waiting to take us to London. Upon arriving, we were given a tour 
of the city. We were shown some famous landmarks, such as Big Ben, 
The Houses of Parliament, The Shard and many more .After the tour, 
we were dropped off at a venue called Base studios. This is where we 
were given an amazing workshop where we learnt a song and dance 
number from the show. We learnt part of the routine for the song ‘Back 
In Time’ by one of the cast members from the ensemble. When we had 
finished the workshop, we then went to Covent Garden and had around 
an hour to go into some of the shops. Covent Garden is a vibrant and 
historic covered market just around the corner from the West End. 

There is a variety of shops and restaurants set within a large square 
with street entertainers and artisan market stall holders. After we had 
finished shopping, we then went to get dinner at Pizza Express. We 
were given a delicious meal with a variety of pizzas and for pudding, we 
had a selection of either chocolate fudge brownie, gelato, coconut or 
raspberry sorbet. After dinner, we were taken to the theatre to watch 
the performance. We were seated in the upper circle and could see 
everything that was happening onstage. One of the most amazing parts 
of the performance was at the end when the DeLorean was lifted and 
made it look as though it was flying. Overall, the entire performance 
was exceptional, and the cast were phenomenal. It was an extremely 
enjoyable experience. After the show, we all got back on the coach and 
headed back to school, arriving back at around half past midnight, there 
were a few tired students the next morning! – by Megan S.


