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The Hurst’s Activists!
In light of the crisis occurring in Ukraine, two students - Kieran and Lily-
Mae – have collected clothes and toys to supply Ukrainian citizens with 
extra help and support during this time of vulnerability. They both 
voiced their need to do their part to do something to help and went to 
Mrs McLaren to do exactly that; they 
decided to have fellow students donate
anything they could and ended up with
a whole mini-bus full of donations! Due
to their productive attitude, they
appeared alongside Mrs McLaren on
BBC Radio Berkshire sharing why and 

how they accumulated their goal. I’m 
sure everyone is proud of Kieran and Lily-Mae, and hopefully motivated 
to do your part to support the people that need it. 

Rewards Trip
On the 18th of March, Year 10 had their rewards trip which was led by 
Mrs Graham as a reward for those with excellent behaviour and 
attitude across the year. They went to Ninja Warrior UK, which was  in 
Southampton;  just under 80 students participated with a couple of 
staff also. In the facility, there were various activities ………………………   
that the pupils could partake in- both for fun …………………………
and to physically challenge themselves, as ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
well as a place to eat. Victoriously, Luca 
W and Mr Grinham completed the   course 
from start to finish which included them 
climb the infamous warped wall at the 
end! 



The Hurst United staff team are back at it again, after having played 
against the Samba Kings on February 28th, they left with a score of 
3-3. Overall, the game was way more competitive, and they were 
challenged with a  rapid team to play against which caused them all
to enjoy it a lot more. The first goal was by Mr G from the Everest;

by half time the score was 1-2 and Mr Randell states it was “ All guns
blazing” in effort to equal out the score. Hurst United’s second
“stunning goal” was executed by Mr Hawkins -assisted by Mr Rowell-
and followed up by Mr Stringer assisting Mr Rowell to score their
third, causing them to be in the lead with 3-2. Alas, with seven
minutes left to go, the opposing team scored bringing the scores
neck- and- neck. The team assert they are happy with the outcome as
it is their first point in the league and are proud regardless of the draw
-“ at least it wasn’t a loss.”

The Hurst Herald
Hurst United

This was a very eventful football match to say the least. Both teams 
played extremely well and this meant it was a very interesting game to 
watch. Within the first 10 minutes of the game, Brighton hill had 
already conceded a goal and this made The Hurst’s team heads drop a 
little, but it didn’t stop them trying their best, and soon enough they 
scored: instantly their moods improved. One of the highlights of the 
game has got to be Mr Davidson’s cheerleading on the side lines, he 
definitely made the game more enjoyable for both teams and 
provided some quality entertainment. After both teams took a well 
needed break, the second half begun. Minutes later, Brighton hill were 
awarded a penalty, but our brilliant goalie, Olly, saved it. The final 
score was 1-1, both teams played brilliantly. It was definitely a good 
match to watch. Well done to both teams.
- By Brooke M, Year 9

Year 8 football match v Brighton Hill



Even more from…
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Careers Fair

Tuesday 15th of March, students saw the return of the Careers Fair to 
The Hurst School.  The aim of the fair was to inspire Hurst students but 
also provide an opportunity to interact with different people with 
various sets of skills, which is something we haven't really had an 
opportunity to do due to COVID. A total of 17 different businesses 
attended, ranging from the Army & Navy through to local colleges;  it 
was the first time the school has had a lot of visitors in the school, 
which was exciting and a new experience for many. Throughout the day, 
Years 8-11 visited the fair to speak to the businesses or colleges which 
were of interest to them, and upon Arrival, were given a bingo sheet 
with questions on it to help get conversations started. The gym was 
buzzing with excitement and new-found curiosity; it was amazing to see 
students engage with the visitors as well as really start to think
about their futures. Obviously, the freebies that companies gave out  
went down wonderfully and the day ended with a lot of positive 
feedback towards The Hurst students.

Additionally, the World Book Day door competition 

winner was Mr Attridge and his Year 8 tutor group; 

best dressed was Mrs Morgan (with an honourable 

mention to Mr Hayford’s Alice in Wonderland 

outfit). Along with all of this, all the staff read their 

favourite books and texts to students in lessons 

throughout the day, where Mr Greeves was praised 

as doing an amazing retelling of a children’s book.

World Book Day
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By Megan D, Year 9

The Wet
Year 11 Fundraising Victory

Sponge Toss
To the students at The Hurst, many know about the Year 11’s sudden 
fundraising dash in a desperate attempt to raise as much money for their 
prom as possible . These days it seems to get crazier and more creative 
each time but this one seems to top them all by far….It attracted a lot of 
eager attention on a cloudy and cold Friday, as children gathered around 
in the playground ready to watch (even those who were stuck in nearby 
classrooms gathering at windows).

Now, what was the scheme, may you ask? It was a wet sponge toss. This 
involved a Year 11 boy (Charlie H), a kangaroo suit, and a very wet bucket 
of sponges. Excitedly, people gathered around, coughing up 50p at a time 
to launch the sponges at Charlie’s face. Time and time again, some were 
missing, some were aiming it just right. People from all different year 
groups took part, ready to get revenge on the poor boy – even his 
teachers! You heard that right. Mrs Billingham, Mr Zell, and many more, 
all made an appearance and stood up, sponge in hand, ready to wreak 
havoc: one sponge at a time.

To say the least, it was a triumph as more money was raised ready to go 
towards the prom but this isn’t the end of the Year 11’s fund raising 
adventure, there will be many more (such as ‘the wax’ and the doughnut 
sale on the 4th April), so who will be the next fundraising champions?
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As many students and teachers 
already know, The Hurst’s Got 
Talent occurred on  March 17th 
with a total of 16. The various acts 
consisted of magic, dancing and 
singing with a strong 
representation of Encanto. Voices 
were described as phenomenal 
from that evening! Mrs Billingham, 
Miss Conran and Mr Davidson were 
the ones tasked with judging these 
performances, and decided to 
crown Mia K – Year 11- the winner 
of the show and granted her the 
coveted Hurst’s Got Talent guitar, 
due to her having “ the voice of an 
angel”. Notably, there were 
fantastic performances from Year 7 
students who had the courage to  
perform for the first time - Megan 
H, Kash M and Ashleigh B. Finally, 
Year 11 gave us all a nostalgic tour 
of the music through the decades 
which closed the show. All in all, a 
terrific evening. We would like to 
offer a thanks to Mr Attridge for 
organising the event.

Hurst Has Talent Comic strip- by George D

Chief Editor – Gracie J
Once again, any and all suggestions 
towards next month’s The Hurst 
Herald is highly appreciated. To 
share your ideas, get in touch with 
Mr Grinham in room 501.


