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January 2022  

 

Dear Year 9 Students,  

Over the next month or so, you will be making important decisions about your education for 

Years 10 and 11, as well as beginning to plan and shape your future careers. 

You have been allocated an Options Pathway. In doing this, we believe that you are being 

given every opportunity to be successful.  

As part of this Pathway, there will be guidelines. There will also be choices and decisions. It 

is your job to take these decisions seriously as they will form the basis for your experience 

in school over the next two years.  

Throughout the Options Process, we want to support you and your parents, ensuring that 

you understand the choices that you can make and providing you with all the help and guid-

ance that you might need. All students will have access to assemblies, taster sessions and 

teacher advice. As well as this, this Options booklet will provide you with lots of information 

about what is available. 

Please do ask if you have any questions. On each subject page, you will see an e-mail ad-

dress for the Head of Department or link teacher, who will be able to answer subject specific 

enquiries, but you may also want to speak to your tutor for advice and guidance. 

Most of the courses we offer are GCSEs, which are graded from 1-9, with 9 being the top 

grade, grade 5 being deemed a ‘strong pass’ and a grade 4 considered a ‘pass’. However, 

we do also offer a number of vocational courses. Make sure you read the subject choices 

carefully to ensure you know as much as possible about the courses you are signing up to. 

We want to encourage students to study a range of subjects, while balancing the need to 

best prepare all students for post-16 studies. As a school we offer a wide range of subjects. 

Please ensure that you choose carefully, using all of the guidance on offer, as you will not 

be able to change courses once you have started. 

Another important event is your Year 9 Parents’ Consultation Evening on Thursday 9th Feb-

ruary. This will be an excellent opportunity for you to discuss Option Subjects with your 

teachers.  

This is the first time in your lives that you will be able to make a decision about the subjects 

you choose to follow at school; whilst this is hugely exciting, it can also be challenging. We 

will support you in every step of the process. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

Mrs L Billingham 

Deputy Headteacher  
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Options Framework 2022 

The vision of The Hurst School is to prepare and inspire our students for a 

rapidly changing world. They will aim for success today and be equipped for 

tomorrow. 

Our aim is to provide an excellent education for all of our students, which 
prepares them for success in life and the world of work’. 

Options Timeline 

As students move from Year 9 into Year 10, there 

becomes a greater flexibility in the curriculum that 

is followed. Students will have spent 3 years 

studying the full complement of subjects. It is at 

this point, mid-way through Year 9, that we begin 

to guide students to consider the appropriate 

choices and options for them, to ensure that they 

follow a programme of study that best prepares 

them for their future careers.  

Thursday 27
th
 January   Introduction to Options – Parents’ Presentation 

Friday 28
th
 January   Introduction to Options – Students’ Assembly 

      Options Booklet is live!  

Friday 4
th
 February    Reports Home 

Wednesday 9
th
 February   Parent’s Consultations 

Wednesday 16th February Option Subject Taster Sessions 

Thursday 17
th
 February   Straw Poll deadline (3pm) 

Friday 4
th
 March   Options Form issued 

Tuesday 8th March    Options Drop In for Parents, Carers and Students  

Monday 14
th
 March   Options Form deadline (3pm) 

In this way then, there are options for students to consider, and decisions to be made. However, 

there are also guidelines in place so that we, as teaching professionals, can best direct and 

challenge our students so that they are not only prepared, but are also able to compete in the 

wider world of education and work.  



8 

Options Pathways 

Using their full profile, students will be allocated to one of 3 pathways: 

Extended 

Pathway  

10 ½ 

GCSES 

 

Students in this pathway are required to make 4 choices. 

• Ebacc 1: Students must choose to study History, Geography 
or Computer Science 

• Ebacc 2: Students must continue to study their MFL: French, 
German or Spanish 

• It is also recommended that students choose a practical / 
creative subject in order to ensure a balanced curriculum.  

• Students will also pursue the Higher Project Qualification 
which equates to ½ GCSE. 

Challenge 

Pathway  

9 

GCSES 

Students in this pathway are required to make 4 choices.  

• Ebacc 1: Students must choose to study French, German, 

Spanish, Geography or History. 

• It is also recommended that students choose a practical / 

creative subject in order to ensure a balanced curriculum.  

Core 

Pathway  

8 

GCSES 

Students in this pathway are required to make 3 choices. 

• Students will receive extra lessons in Maths and English to 
support their core skills.  

• Students should consider the vocational options available to 
them (BTEC/ Cambridge National) to balance the 
requirements of examinations and coursework.   

• It is also recommended that students choose a practical / 
creative subject in order to ensure a balanced curriculum. 
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As well as this, students will engage in Core P.E. and PDL, although these are not examined courses.    

English 
Language 

 
 

English 
Literature 

 
 

Maths 

Triple 
Science 

Dual 
Science 

Ebacc 1: 
Humanities 

English 
and Maths 

Support 

Ebacc 2: 
Languages 

Option 

Option Option 

Higher 
Project 
Qual. 

10 ½ 

9 
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The following diagram reveals the curriculum time allocated to students’ studies. 
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Information About Qualifications 

GCSE 
The General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) is the most popular of Key Stage 4 
qualifications. The majority of our courses lead to a GCSE qualification. 

 

Particular features of the GCSE examination are: 

• Grades are awarded on a nine point scale 9 to 1 (grade 5 has been defined as a 'strong 
pass' by the department for education). 

• 9 is the highest achievable grade and 1 is the lowest awarded grade. 

• All subjects involve a final written examination paper held at the end of Year 11 

• In some subjects students are entered for the examination in tiers according to their ability 
in that subject. 

 

Colleges and employers ask for certain GCSE grades and subjects as entry levels for courses 
or employment. The lowest entry requirement for A-level study is usually 5 GCSEs awarded at 
grades 9-5. However, students should have at least grade 6 in the subjects that they wish to 
study at A Level standard. 

Alternative qualifications: 

BTEC / Cambridge National Certificates / WJEC Level 1/2 

Award 

We offer a number of courses that lead to the BTEC / CNC / WJEC Level 1/2 Award. 

Students are entered for the examination in tiers according to their ability in the subject.  

Assessment methods in these qualifications differ to the GCSE. Students are required to 

complete a portfolio of work throughout the course that is continually assessed. This portfolio 

represents between 60 and 75% of the final marks with the remainder assessed in a final written 

examination paper.  

The courses are practical and relate strongly to the world of work. Awards at Level 2 can lead 

on to pupils taking Level 3 courses at college. Students wishing to study these vocational 

courses at college therefore get a distinct advantage as they can enter at a higher level. 
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Qualification Comparisons 

Assessment Methods 

Level 2 

Level 1 

Entry Level 

GCSE Grade 

8/9 

7 

6 

4/5 

3 

2 

1 

Below GCSE 

BTEC / CNC 

Distinction* 

Distinction 

Merit 

Pass 

Distinction 

Merit 

Pass 

Certificated Courses 

Coursework assessment is part of the student's final result which comes from work done before 

the examination. For a few subjects, coursework will account for between 20% and 60% of the 

final marks. It will test abilities which cannot be tested in a written examination, including practical 

and oral skills and the ability to tackle extended pieces of work. 

The coursework will often start in the first term of Year 10 and continue over the following four 

terms. It will vary in form even within one subject. It might be a piece of work done under 

supervision in class time (controlled assessment), a timed test, a fieldtrip investigation, an 

experiment, a design problem, an oral test and so on. 

The teacher will be responsible initially for marking the pupils' coursework. It will then be 

'moderated' to ensure that markers all use the same standards. 

Coursework 

WJEC Award 

Distinction* 

Distinction 

Merit 

Pass 

 

Pass 
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Opportunities to find out more information 

Parents Consultation  
This will be held on Thursday 9th February at 3.30pm. The evening is an opportunity for parents 
to meet with current teachers to discuss progress and suitability for option courses. 

Further Guidance 
Should you require any further information regarding a subject choice, please get in touch with 
the subject contact  which is identified on each of the subject pages.  
 

Taster Sessions 
On Wednesday 16th February, a series of Taster Sessions will run for all students. More 
information to follow!  
 

Options Drop In  

On Tuesday 8th March, Miss Veitch, Mrs McLaren and Mrs Billingham will be available to meet 
with parents, carers and students to discuss the Options Process and Options decisions.  
 

Need more information?  

If your question is a subject-related one, please contact the relevant teacher (identified at the 
bottom of each page).  
 
For all other queries, or to discuss the process further, please email options@thehurst.school. 
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The Straw Poll 

Deadline: Thursday 17th February, 3pm 

As part of the Options Process, students will have the opportunity to complete a ‘Straw Poll’.  

 

Effectively, this is a practice run, and will enable the school to learn more about the combinations 
of subjects that students would like to follow. Consequently, students must treat this part of the 
process seriously.  

 

Once this feedback has been collated, the final set of Option Blocks will be released.  

Students will be given a ‘Straw Poll’ suitable to their Pathway. 

 

A paper copy should be handed back in to Reception by the deadline.  
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Before Selecting Option Choices... 
...it would be wise for students to heed the following advice. 

Find out about the subjects by reading this booklet and asking the relevant members of staff. 

Remember! 

• Ask for advice and find out everything about a subject, as these subjects will be studied 

for two years. 

• Don’t be influenced by the choices made by friends. 

• Other students’ plans for the future, along with their interests and skills, will not 

necessarily suit others. Students must consider their own future, depending on whether 

they intend to go into training or further education post 16. 

• Do not select a subject because of its teacher. It is quite likely that students will not have 

the same teacher moving into Year 10. 

If in doubt...ask! 

Students will find it helpful to talk to their parents or carers, subject teachers, other relatives 

and friends, or form tutor. If there is still indecision, contact should be made with Miss Veitch or 

Mrs Billingham. 
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The  
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English Literature & English Language 

Exam Board: WJEC Eduqas (Language) AQA (Literature ) 

Students will develop their reading, writing and speaking and listening skills in response to a 

wide range of literature and non-fiction. 

Areas of Study 
Students will be given opportunities to respond to non-fiction and media articles, poetry, 

novels and plays, including a Shakespearean text. The content will range right through from 

English literary heritage to modern literature. Students will have chances to write both 

imaginatively and informatively. Meanwhile, their speaking and listening skills will be 

developed through individual presentations, group discussions and drama-focused activities. 

Assessment 
English Language is assessed through two written examinations (100%), taken at the end of 

Year 11. English Literature will also entail two written examinations (100%). These will test 

students when responding to unseen texts as well as set literature texts. 

Career opportunities and progression routes 

A Grade 4 or above in English, along with Maths, is an essential requirement for a wide range 

of further education opportunities, while a Grade 5 is seen as a ‘good pass’. 

Most employers value good communication skills highly. In order to study in this area at A 

Level, it is likely that a Grade ‘6’ or above would be desirable. 

All students will take two separate GCSEs leading to two distinct grades: English Language 

and English Literature. 

 

(2 GCSEs) 

About the Subject 

Core Subject 

Further Information: Claire.drag@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Mathematics 
Exam Board: AQA  

Mathematics equips students with the power to describe, analyse and interpret information. 

Students who are comfortable with mathematics are able to think independently in applied 

and abstract ways. They can communicate logically, reason and solve problems. The breadth 

of study in the GCSE syllabus allows pupils to explore new concepts whilst learning about the 

development of the study of mathematics, a universal language. 

Areas of Study 
There are five main areas of study in mathematics, many of which link across the curriculum. 

Using and Applying Mathematics develops skills of analysis and application. Number allows 

students to develop quick and accurate numerical calculation skills. Algebra prepares 

students for the use of mathematics in unfamiliar contexts, and allows students to solve 

problems in a variety of situations. Shape and Space places maths in the context of the 

physical world. 

Data Handling introduces students to statistics - representing, calculating and analysing data. 

Assessment 
Students will be entered at either the Foundation or Higher tier. The Higher tier grade range is 

4-9 and the Foundation tier grade range is 1-5.  

Both tiers require students to sit 3 examinations, each lasting 1 hour 30 minutes. Two of these 

papers are calculator papers, and one is non-calculator.  

There are no fixed topics for each paper, so we must be prepared to answer questions about 

any part of the syllabus at all times.  

Career opportunities and progression routes 

Employers place great emphasis on the skills acquired during the study of mathematics at 

secondary school. Mathematics is fundamental in providing tools for understanding science, 

engineering, technology and economics. 

Students with A level Mathematics generally have a higher earning potential. 

(GCSE) 

About the Subject 

Core Subject 

Further Information: Chris.messenger@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Combined Science (GCSE) 
Triple Award Science (GCSE) 
Exam Board: AQA  

Both courses incorporate aspects of Biology, both plant and animal; Chemistry, including 

atomic structure and chemical processes; and Physics, forces, energy and waves. 

There is a greater emphasis on mathematical skills, data analysis and practical work, all of 

which will be assessed in the terminal examinations. 

Areas of Study 
The Triple Award course (separate GCSE grades will be awarded for Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics) has the same content as the Combined Science (two GCSE grades awarded). 

Additional material studied in the Triple Science course includes more detailed study in each 

area of Biology, Chemistry and Physics and incorporates additional specific practical activities. 

Assessment 
Both courses are entirely assessed by examination. 

Career opportunities and progression routes 

About the Subject 

A good qualification in GCSE Science opens up a range of career opportunities in science, 

engineering, medical and technological fields. Taking A levels in Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics can follow successful completion of the Combined Science course, given that good 

grades are achieved. 

 

Core Subject 

Further Information: Emma.lister@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Personal Development Learning (PDL) 

The Personal Development curriculum is divided into 3 key sections; Citizenship, Religious 

Studies and PSHE (Personal, Social, Health Education). Each of these strands are taught at 

specific times of the year, in order to enable students to develop and build on prior knowledge. 

Citizenship is taught in the Autumn term, Religious Studies in the Spring term and finally, 

PSHE in the Summer term.  Our aim is to embed important cultural capital that will allow our 

students to think critically about the world around them and prepare them for adulthood.  

Areas of Study 
In Citizenship pupils will explore the Government and Politics, the Press and impact of media, 

finances, the justice system and opportunities after school.  

In Religious Studies we will be focusing on ethical and moral debates, including how religions 

respond to these issues. In Year 10 we will be looking at the value of life, including; animal 

abuse, poverty, human trafficking, abortion and euthanasia. In Year 11 we will be looking at 

conflict and war, including; violent protests, terrorism, nuclear war, holy wars and pacifism.  

Finally, PSHE we will discuss healthy relationships, sex, sexual harassment and assault, 

marriage, forced marriage, domestic abuse, county lines, extremism and radicalisation.  

Assessment 

There is no formal assessment for this course, 

although students will be monitored through half-

termly tracking of their behaviour and effort 

according to the school’s star ranking system. 

These will be reported back to parents via the 

progress reports. 

Career opportunities and progression routes 

About the Subject 

This course will develop understanding about the world and will form an essential base for all 

futures and careers. PDL also supports those who go on to study any course in humanities or 

social science, law enforcement, the justice system or health and social work.  

 

 

Core Subject 

Further Information: Montana.elliott@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Physical Education 

The fundamentals of Core P.E. are to support students to be active whilst learning to appreciate 

how to lead a healthy lifestyle now, and in the future. 

Areas of Study 

Students will experience a variety of 

team games to ensure that they 

improve their overall health—be it 

their physical, mental or social health.  

They will have access to our modern 

fitness suite, enabling them to gain a 

sense of personal achievement and 

excellence.  

Assessment 

There is no formal assessment for this course, although students will be monitored through half-

termly tracking of their behaviour and effort according to the school’s star ranking system. These 

will be reported back to parents via the progress reports. 

Career opportunities and progression routes 

Whilst Core P.E. is not a graded subject, the values gained from physical activity can aid 

students in refining the desired skills that future employers will look for, including resilience, 

cooperation, confidence and communication.  

About the Subject 

Core Subject 

Further Information: Simon.randall@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Geography (GCSE) 
Exam Board: AQA  

In Geography we investigate and explain the world around us. Geography gives students the 

best possible start to becoming the future guardians of our world. 

Areas of Study 
• Developed and developing countries 

• Natural Hazards (earthquakes etc) 

• Rivers and Coasts (including floods and landscape 

formation) 

• Industrial Changes (how and why industries grow or 

decline) 

• Settlement Studies (how cities are changing and 

problems caused) 

• Development Issues (aid, trade, inequalities) 

 

Fieldwork 

Students will have the opportunity to go on field trips, one in Year 9 and the second in Year 10. 

Assessment 

100% terminal examinations: 3 papers. 

Paper 1 = 35%, Paper 2 = 35% and Paper 3 = 30% 

Career opportunities and progression routes 

Geography links into the 16-19 courses run by the colleges and keeps a wide range of 

combinations open. Geography is regarded as an excellent base for many career 

opportunities. Students of Geography choose careers as diverse as Wildlife Management, 

Business Consultancy, Architecture Engineering, Flood Protection, Earthquake Monitoring, 

Surveying, Oceanography and the rapidly expanding Leisure and Tourism Industry. 

About the Subject 

Ebacc 1 

Further Information: Steve.hennah@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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History (GCSE) 
Exam Board: AQA  

Studying History is vital to understanding the world we live in today. To be successful in this 

subject students will need to investigate the importance of key events, scientific 

developments, personalities and ideas. Students will also need to recall key facts, dates and 

examples in structured written answers. 

Areas of Study 
• Conflict and tension, 1918-1939. This includes the attempts to protect world peace after the 

First World War, the failure of the League of Nations and the events leading up to the 

outbreak of the Second World War. 

• A study of American history 1920 to 1973. This will look at the tensions within America and 

the factors that helped change it over the 20th Century. It will include a study of the Roaring 

20s, the Great Depression of the 1930s, the impact of the Second World War, the fear of 

Communism with the start of the Cold War, the fight for Civil Rights by African Americans 

and the development of other protest movements in the 1960s and 1970s. 

• Britain: Health and the people. This study starts in the year 1000 and looks at the importance 

of key factors in the development of medicine and public health in Britain right up to the 

present day. These factors include war, superstition and religion, chance, government, 

communication, science and technology, and the role of the individual in encouraging or 

inhibiting change. 

• Elizabethan England, 1568-1603. This is an in depth study of the last 35 years of Elizabeth’s 

reign, including Elizabeth’s power and relationship with Parliament, life in Tudor England, 

troubles at home and abroad and a site study of a specific Tudor building. 

Assessment 

All assessment is at the end of Year 11 in the form of two exam papers, each worth 50% of the 

final grade. Both papers will test students ability to recall key factual knowledge from the two 

years of study. They will also test students’ ability to write structured argumentative essays in 

timed conditions. 

Career opportunities and progression routes 

History is a challenging academic subject that encourages the development of key skills. As a 

result, employers, colleges and universities recognise the value of a History qualification. It is a 

useful subject for many career areas including politics, law, the Civil service, journalism, all forms 

of media, the Armed forces and many more. 

About the Subject 

“Those who don’t know history are doomed to repeat it”.  Edmund Burke 

Ebacc 1 

Further Information: Nick.stoten@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Computer Science (GCSE) 
Exam Board: Pearson 

The GCSE in Computer Science is a rigorous, knowledge-based subject. It aims to promote 

knowledge and understanding of developing and applying computational skills in order to analyse 

problems and design solutions. Students following this course will be expected to have a good 

mathematical understanding and this will be a criteria used to select those who opt for this subject. 

This GCSE is offered as a result of the demands made by employers and further education 

institutions for pupils to be prepared for the digital world. The knowledge and skills developed in 

this course directly supports progression into higher education and ultimately into employment. 

Areas of Study 
• Develop knowledge and understanding of the fundamental principles and concepts of 

Computer Science 

• Develop and apply computational thinking skills to analyse problems and design solutions 

across a range of contexts 

• Gain practical experience of designing, writing and testing computer programs that 

accomplish specific goals 

• Develop the ability to reason, explain and evaluate computing solutions 

• Develop awareness of the impact of computing on individuals, society and the environment, 

including ethical, legal and ownership issues 

• Communicate Computer Science concepts and explain computational solutions clearly and 

concisely using appropriate terminology 

Assessment (Python) 

Programming is an important element of Computer Science whilst focusing on the underlying 

principles of logic, decomposition, algorithms, data representation and communication. Skills 

which are fundamental and durable. 

The assessment model is 1 written exam worth 50%, and an on-screen exam worth 50% on 

Problem solving and programming. The written exams test knowledge and understanding, they 

also test the learners’ ability to apply the programming and problem-solving skills that they have 

developed. Computational thinking skills are key to this qualification and are tested in both 

assessment components. 

Career opportunities and progression routes 
Computer Science is a fast-moving field that brings together many disciplines, including 

mathematics, programming, engineering, natural sciences, psychology and linguistics. This 

course provides you with a skill set that's highly prized in industry and for academic research. 

About the Subject 

Ebacc 1 

Further Information: Michael.reeves@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Ebacc 2 

Modern Foreign Languages - French (GCSE) 
Exam Board: AQA  

The GCSE in French builds upon the language skills that have already been learnt and 

practised in Key Stage 3 and then develops it further so that pupils are able to communicate 

successfully in a range of different styles and contexts. Studying a different language at GCSE 

can help pupils to communicate with people across the world and also aid them in their travels. 

It also enhances students’ understanding of their own language and culture . 

Areas of Study 

• Meeting people, interests and relationships 

• Travelling abroad 

• Home, School and the World 

• Lifestyles and future plans 

Assessment 

The GCSE is assessed through examinations at the end of Year 11 in Listening, Speaking, 

Reading and Writing. Each skill area is worth 25% of the final result. Students can be entered 

for either Foundation or Higher tier, but the same tier will be entered across the 4 areas. 

In the Speaking examination, students will be required to carry out a role-play with the teacher, 

discuss a photo and related topic and conduct a general conversation based on two topics. The 

assessment will last approximately 10 minutes. 

In the Reading and Listening examinations, students will be required to respond in English and 

in French to questions. Translation into English will also be examined in the Reading 

examination. 

In the Writing examination students will be required to write in French, answering three 

questions, including a translation from English to French of approximately 50 words. The writing 

Career opportunities and progression routes 
Learning French and about the Francophone world can bring many benefits aside from the 

development of language skills. The GCSE in French encourages the development of problem 

solving and communication skills, which can be useful for many different careers. A French 

GCSE could lead to further language study at A Level and university. However, there are a 

wide variety of job opportunities, such as Teaching, Translation, Engineering, Marketing, Sales, 

Media, Leisure, Tourism etc., where a second language can be a valuable skill.  

Languages can give you the edge in a competitive market, due to the links with Europe and the 

global economy.  

About the Subject 

Further Information: Robert.goodfellow@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Ebacc 2 

Modern Foreign Languages - German (GCSE) 
Exam Board: AQA  

The GCSE in German builds upon the language skills that have already been learnt and 

practised in Key Stage 3 and then develops it further so that students are able to communicate 

successfully in a range of different styles and contexts. Studying a different language at GCSE 

can help students to communicate with people across the world and also aid them in their 

travels. It also enhances their understanding of their own language and culture. 

Areas of Study 

• Meeting people, interests and relationships 

• Travelling abroad 

• Home, School and the World 

• Lifestyles and future plans 

Assessment 

The GCSE is assessed through examinations at the end of Year 11 in Listening, Speaking, 

Reading and Writing. Each skill area is worth 25% of the final result. Students can be entered for 

either Foundation or Higher tier, but the same tier will be entered across the 4 areas. 

In the Speaking examination, students will be required to carry out a role-play with the teacher, 

discuss a photograph and related topic and conduct a general conversation based on two topics. 

The assessment will last approximately 10 minutes. 

In the Reading and Listening exams, students will be required to respond in English and in 

German to some questions. Translation into English will also be examined in the Reading 

examination. 

In the Writing examination students will be required to write in German, answering three 

questions, including a translation from English to German of approximately 50 words. The writing 

examination will last for 1 hour 15 minutes. 

Career opportunities and progression routes 
Learning German and about the German-speaking world can bring many benefits aside from the 

development of language skills. The GCSE in German encourages the development of problem 

solving and communication skills, which can be useful for many different careers. A German 

GCSE could lead to further language study at A Level and university. However, There are a wide 

variety of job opportunities, such as Teaching, Translation, Engineering, Marketing, Sales, Media, 

Leisure, Tourism etc., where a second language can be a valuable skill. 

Languages can give you the edge in a competitive market, due to the links with Europe and the 

global economy.  

About the Subject 

Further Information: Robert.goodfellow@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Ebacc 2 

Modern Foreign Languages - Spanish (GCSE) 
Exam Board: AQA  

The GCSE in Spanish builds upon the language skills that have already been learnt and 

practised in Key Stage 3 and then develops it further so that pupils are able to communicate 

successfully in a range of different styles and contexts. Studying a different language at GCSE 

can help students to communicate with people across the world and also aid them in their 

travels. It also enhances students’ understanding of their own language and culture . 

Areas of Study 

• Meeting people, interests and relationships 

• Travelling abroad 

• Home, School and the World 

• Lifestyles and future plans 

Assessment 
The GCSE is assessed through examination at the end of Year 11 in Listening, Speaking, 

Reading and Writing. Each skill area is worth 25% of the final result. Students can be entered 

for either Foundation or Higher tier, but the same tier will be entered across the 4 areas. 

In the Speaking exam, students will be required to carry out a role-play with the teacher, 

discuss a photograph and related topic and conduct a general conversation based on two 

topics. The assessment will last approximately 10 minutes. 

In the Reading and Listening examinations, students will be required to respond in English and 

in Spanish to questions. Translation into English will also be examined in the Reading exam. 

In the Writing exam students will be required to write in Spanish, answering three questions, 

including a translation from English to Spanish of approximately 50 words. The writing 

examination will last for 1 hour 15 minutes. 

Career opportunities and progression routes 
Learning Spanish and about the Hispanic world can bring many benefits aside from the 

development of language skills. The GCSE in Spanish encourages the development of problem 

solving and communication skills, which can be useful for many different careers. A Spanish 

GCSE could lead to further language study at A Level and university. However, there are a 

wide variety of job opportunities, such as Teaching, Translation, Engineering, Marketing, Sales, 

Media, Leisure, Tourism etc., where a second language can be a valuable skill.  

Languages can give you the edge in a competitive market, due to the links with Europe and the 

global economy.  

About the Subject 

Further Information: Robert.goodfellow@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Art & Design - Fine Art (GCSE) 
Exam Board: OCR 

Students will develop their creativity by experimenting with a variety of materials and 

techniques, and will explore a range of artists and designers to respond to different themes. 

Throughout the course, students will have the opportunity to develop their skills in a variety of 

Fine Art practices, including: 

• Drawing, with a range of media 

• Painting, with a variety of materials 

• Ceramics 

• 3D Sculpture 

• Printmaking 

Areas of Study 

Students will learn to create Art that is sophisticated and mature, looking at a range of historical 

and contemporary Artists, and will learn how initial ideas can be developed into pieces of Art. 

During each project students will be set a theme, will be encouraged to experiment with a variety 

of materials and techniques to explore and develop their ideas, and will then produce their own 

final outcome. Students will look at a wide variety of artists, designers and craftspeople to inform 

their own artistic practice and develop their ideas. The more adventurous students are, the more 

they will benefit from the course. Themes studied may include titles such as: ‘Structures’, 

‘Natural Forms’, and ‘Fragments’, amongst others. 

Assessment 
60% coursework: Coursework consists of a personal portfolio of work which includes students’ 

own artwork, experimentation of techniques and processes, exploration of artists, and creative 

responses to themes set by the teacher. 

40% examination: This unit title is set by the examination board and students will have 10 weeks 

to explore the given theme through their own experimentation and artist studies. This is followed 

by a 10 hour practical examination to complete a final outcome. 

Career opportunities and progression routes 
Fine Art, Illustration, Animation, Printmaking, Community Arts, Gallery/Museum curation, 

Exhibition design, Interior design, Architecture, Styling, Theatre design, Scenic design, Costume 

design, Graphic design, Film/TV, Game design, Marketing, Publishing, Journalism, Web design, 

Fashion, and many more. 

Many course leaders and employers look for desirable skills such as creativity and problem 

solving, including careers in medicine, science, and business.  

About the Subject 

Additional Subject 

Further Information: Libby.witney@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Art & Design - Photography (GCSE) 
Exam Board: OCR 

Students will use the medium of photography to realise their creativity; studying a range of 

photographers and themes to inspire their work, and experimenting with a variety of 

photographic techniques, such as: Digital photography and manipulation using Photoshop, Dark 

room techniques such as photograms and chemigrams, Cameraless photography, Physical 

manipulation of photographs. To be able to fully explore different locations and themes, students 

need to have access to a digital camera or camera phone to complete photoshoots at home. 

Areas of Study 

Throughout the course, students will learn how to use a variety of traditional photographic 

techniques such as composition, lighting, viewpoint and the formal elements of photography to 

improve their photography skills. They will also be encouraged to experiment with a variety of 

both digital and physical manipulation techniques to create visually exciting work whilst exploring 

different themes and ideas. Students will analyse a wide variety of Photographers to inform their 

own photography practice and develop their projects, completing detailed annotation to explain 

their ideas. Themes studied may include titles such as: Where I’m at, Abstract, Documentary 

Photography and Time. 

Assessment 
60% coursework: Coursework consists of a personal portfolio of work which includes students’ 

own photography work, experimentation of techniques and processes, exploration of 

Photographers’ work through detailed analysis and photoshoots, and creative responses to 

themes set by the teacher. 

40% examination: This unit title is set by the examination board and students will have 10 weeks 

to explore the given theme through their own photography experimentation and Photographer 

studies. This is followed by a 10 hour practical examination to complete a final response. 

Career opportunities and progression routes 

Fine Art Photography, Commercial Photography, Portrait Photography, Event Photography, 

Product Photography, Graphic Design, Web Design, Animation, Fashion, Journalism, 

Publishing, Film Studies, TV/Film, Broadcasting, and more. Many course leaders and employers 

look for desirable skills such as creativity and problem solving, including careers in medicine, 

science, and business. 

About the Subject 

Additional Subject 

Further Information: Libby.witney@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Art & Design - Textiles (GCSE) 
Exam Board: OCR 

Students will develop their creativity by experimenting with a variety of materials and Textiles 

techniques, exploring a range of Artists and Designers to respond to different themes. 

Throughout the course students will have the opportunity to develop their skills in a variety of 

Textiles practices, including: 

• Felt Making 

• Image Transfer 

• Heat Fusion and Heat Manipulation 

• Freehand Machine Embroidery 

• Millinery Techniques 

• Printed and Dyed Textiles 

• Fashion techniques 

Areas of Study 
Students do not need to have any prior experience with sewing machines or any Textiles 

techniques, as they will be taught to use the relevant equipment and techniques during the 

course. During each project they will be set a theme, will be encouraged to experiment with a 

variety of media and processes to explore and develop their ideas, and will then produce their 

own final outcome. Students will look at a wide variety of current Designers, Artists, and 

Craftspeople to inform their own artistic practice and develop their ideas. The more adventurous 

students are, the more they will benefit from the course. Themes studied may include titles such 

as: ‘Structures’, ‘Landscape Lampshade’, ‘Into Abstraction’, and ‘Surfaces’, amongst others. 

Assessment 
60% coursework: Coursework consists of a personal portfolio of work which includes students’ 

own textile work, experimentation of techniques and processes, exploration of Artists, and 

creative responses to themes set by the teacher. 

40% examination: This unit title is set by the examination board and students will have 10 weeks 

to explore the given theme through their own experimentation and Artist studies. This is followed 

by a 10 hour practical examination to complete a final outcome. 

Career opportunities and progression routes 
Textile design, Fashion, Printmaking, Product design, Surface design, Automotive design, 

Pattern design, Fabric design, Advertising, Interior design, Theatre design, Upholstery, Knit 

design, Jewellery, Consultancy and trend forecasting, and many more.Many course leaders and 

employers look for desirable skills such as creativity and problem solving, including careers in 

medicine, science, and business. 

About the Subject 

Additional Subject 

Further Information: Libby.witney@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Art & Design - Graphic Communication (GCSE) 
Exam Board: OCR 

Students will develop their creativity by experimenting with a variety of media, exploring a range 

of Artists and Designers to respond to different themes and design briefs. Throughout the 

course students will have the opportunity to develop their skills for a variety of Graphic 

Communication practices, including: 

• Packaging design and branding 

• Advertising 

• Illustration and animation 

• Game design and film concepts 

• Album art 

Areas of Study 
Throughout the course, students will learn how to use a variety of graphic techniques such as 

typography, layout, drawing skills and illustration, as well as basic photography and digital skills. 

They will also be encouraged to experiment with a variety of media and processes in order to 

explore different themes and design briefs. Students will look at a wide variety of Designers and 

Artists to inform their own design practice and develop their projects. Themes studied may 

include titles such as: Pop Art, Sense of Place, Britishness, Re-Made, and Fantastic & Strange 

Assessment 
60% coursework: Coursework consists of a personal portfolio of work which includes students’ 

own design work, experimentation of techniques and processes, exploration of Artists, and 

creative responses to themes set by the teacher. 

40% examination: This unit title is set by the examination board and students will have 10 

weeks to explore the given theme through their own experimentation and Artist studies. 

This is followed by a 10 hour practical examination to complete a final response. 

Career opportunities and progression routes 

Graphic Design, Web Design, Artist, Advertising, Marketing, Illustration, Publishing, TV/Film, 

Production Design, Game design, Photography, Digital Art, Product Design, Exhibition Design, 

Theatre Design, Interior/Spatial Design, CAD Technician, and many more. Many course leaders 

and employers look for desirable skills such as creativity and problem solving, including careers 

in medicine, science, and business. 

About the Subject 

Additional Subject 

Further Information: Libby.witney@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Child Development  

(Cambridge National Certificate Level 1/2) 

Exam Board: OCR 

This qualification is for students who have an interest in working with young children or wish to 

develop their knowledge and practical skills in child development. 

There will be a range of topics covered, including: 

• Responsibilities of parenthood- contraception to 

labour. 

• Health and nutrition 

• Child safety 

• How a child develops through their physical, 

intellectual, emotional and social skills (PIES). 

Areas of Study 
Unit 1 (RO57):  This unit covers the essential knowledge and understanding for child   
   development, covering reproduction, pregnancy, conditions for     
  development, and childhood illnesses.  

Unit 2 (RO58):  Students will gain knowledge of how to create a safe environment for  
   babies and young children and an understanding of the nutrients needed   
  between birth and 5 years.  

Unit 3 (RO59):  Students will gain knowledge and understanding of how a child develops  
   from birth to the age of five. 

Assessment 

60% coursework: made up of two internally assessed projects.  

40% examination: this will cover all aspects of the course. 

Career opportunities and progression routes 

The qualifications are recognised by Ofqual and by 16-19 providers as progression to A Level, 

Further Education or on to an apprenticeship or work. The knowledge gained would be of use 

for further studies in PHSE, Biology and other Child Development qualifications.  

About the Subject 

Additional Subject 

Further Information: Debbie.morgan@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Design Technology (GCSE) - Product Design 
Exam Board: AQA  

The new specification for Design and Technology encompasses all areas of design and 

manufacture. Including: Computer Based Tasks (CAD), Hand Sketching, Rendering, 

Researching Techniques, Prototyping, Design Task Related Projects, Evaluating and Testing. 

The new rigorous course content requires a good understanding of technical knowledge behind 

the subject with a strong emphasis on STEM related activities. 

Areas of Study 
• Design History 

• Materials (Timbers, Metals, 
Polymers, Fabrics, Composites 
and Smart Materials) 

• Forces, Energy and Mechanical 
Devices 

• Systems and Control 

• Consumer Issues 

• Sustainability 

• Commercial Production 

• Researching 

• CAD / CAM 

Assessment 

50% NEA (Non-exam assessment) - A single design and make activity from a selected Design 

Brief given to students by the exam board. Students will produce a practical piece or model 

alongside a 20 page A3 design folder. 

50% Written Exam - This exam will consist of a mixture of multiple-choice questions, short 

answer questions and extended answer questions relating to the technical knowledge studied. 

Career opportunities and progression routes 

A Level in Design Technology, Manufacturing, Engineering, Design (all aspects), Architecture, 

Project Management 

About the Subject 

Additional Subject 

Further Information: Adam.baker@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Design Technology (GCSE) - Textiles  
Exam Board: AQA  

The new specification for Design and Technology encompasses all the areas of design and 

manufacturing. Including: Hand sketching, Rendering, Researching, Toiling, Design task 

related projects, Evaluating and Testing.  

The new rigorous course content requires a good understanding of technical knowledge 
behind the subject. 

Whilst this is a GCSE in Design Technology, students in this group will follow a textiles-
focused syllabus. 

Areas of Study 
• Design history  
• Basic understanding of all materials (Timbers, 

Metals and Polymers) 
• Good understanding of Textiles, Composites and 

Smart materials 
• Forces, Energy and Mechanical devices 
• Systems and control 
• Consumer issues 
• Sustainability  
• Commercial production 
• Researching 
• Human factors 
• Specialist technical techniques and processes 
• Specialist tools and equipment  
• Stock forms 

Assessment 

50% NEA (Non-exam assessment) - A single design and make activity from a selected 

Design Brief given to students by the exam board. Students will produce a practical piece or 

model alongside a 20 page A3 design folder. 

50% Written Exam - This exam will consist of a mixture of multiple-choice questions, short 

answer questions and extended answer questions relating to the technical knowledge studied. 

Career opportunities and progression routes 

Students could build upon this GCSE by following courses in A Level Textiles or Fashion. 

Careers in designing, fashion, textiles buying, fashion journalism and styling are all 

possibilities.  

About the Subject 

Additional Subject 

Further Information: Adam.baker@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Digital Information Technology 

(BTEC Tech Award) 

Exam Board: Pearson 

The Pearson BTEC Tech Award in Digital Technology is for students who wish to acquire 
knowledge and technical skills in the area of Digital Technology. 

Students will develop knowledge, understanding and skills in: 

• Data Management 

• Data interpretation 

• Data presentation and data protection 

Areas of Study 
The award gives students the opportunity to apply knowledge and skills practically through 
project work, such as planning and designing a user interface and developing a dashboard to 
interpret trends in data. 

This qualification develops students’ skills and knowledge in: 

• Skills and aptitude in digital information technology 

• Project planning abilities, designing and creating user interfaces, creating dashboards to 
present and interpret data. 

• The processes that underpin effective ways of working, such as project planning, the 
interactive design process, cyber security, virtual teams, legal and ethical codes of 
conduct. 

• Acquiring knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, processes and attitudes in the 
sector, such as how different user interfaces meet user needs, how organisations collect 
and use data to make decisions, virtual workplaces, cyber security and legal and ethical 

Assessment 
The course has two internally assessed components worth 60% of the total marks. 

There is also a set task completed in exam conditions that is externally assessed and worth 
40% of the total marks. 

Career opportunities and progression routes 

After completing the course pupils can continue on to further vocational qualification at Level 3, 
such as a BTEC National in IT, which prepares learners to enter employment or 
apprenticeships. Students can also move on to further academic studies at Level 2 and Level 

About the Subject 

Additional Subject 

Further Information: Michael.reeves@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Drama (GCSE) 
Exam Board: AQA  

Drama will help students to gain confidence, problem solve, develop communication skills, 

explore the world of theatre, learn new performance skills and develop their imagination. By 

following this course pupils will study the process of theatre making from the perspective of 

Deviser, Designer, Director and Performer. 

Areas of Study 

Assessment 

There are 3 Units of work at GCSE Drama. 

Unit 1: A single written exam which is 40% of the final grade. This written exam is based on a 
  live performance that students have seen and a play that they have practically   
  explored in lessons. 

Units 2 and 3 are both practical. 

Unit 2:  Students will devise their own performance in small groups and complete a Log Book 
  of the process. 

Unit 3:  Students will perform Monologues and Duologues to an examiner. 

Career opportunities and progression routes 

This course prepares students for A-Level Drama, Performing Arts and BTEC Awards at 

College. It also gives the basic ground work for professional training in acting, technical 

theatre or musical theatre courses. Studying Drama GCSE is the first stepping stone for those 

who might want to work in the Performing Art industries. However, the GCSE Drama course 

can also provide students with essential life skills that are required in the world of work. 

About the Subject 

Additional Subject 

In Drama pupils cover a wide range 

of performance styles and genres 

including: 

• General Performance Skills 

• Farce 

• Theatre of Cruelty 

• Epic Theatre 

• Naturalism 

• Improvisation 

• Physical Theatre 

Further Information: Luke.attridge@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Economics (GCSE) 
Exam Board: AQA  

Have you ever wondered; why the price of Freddo’s has increased? What the Bank of England 
does? Why London is so expensive? What does the UK produce and sell to other countries? 

The pros and cons of Brexit? Why are gas prices going up?  

Economics looks at the reasons behind questions like these and many more. Economics is a 
thought – provoking subject that allows you to question what you see on the news or 
experience in the world and then understand why. The subject content looks at economic 
activity through the lens of consumers, producers, government and the workings of the global 
economy. As students progress through the course they’re presented with opportunities to 
focus on real-world issues. 

Areas of Study 

Assessment 
There are two exams, one for each unit. In both examinations there will have a mixture of 
multiple choice and longer written answers as well as calculations.  

Career opportunities and progression 

Economics is seen as a valuable and well sought after 
qualification by colleges as well as universities. It is a 
relevant and thought challenging subject that will combine 
well with many different subjects. It goes well with 
Business and Geography especially.  

About the Subject 

Additional Subject 

Unit 1: How markets work. In this unit you look at the “micro” aspects of the economy such 
  as how resources (land, money etc) are allocated. You will also study key   
  economic concepts such as supply and demand and the external factors that affect 
  it.  

Unit 2: The National Economy. In this unit you study the affects of interest rates, inflation, 
  Government borrowing, employment and unemployment on the UK economy and 
  how  the Government control these. You will also study how international trade  
  affects the global economy. 

Further Information: Veronica.bancroft@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Enterprise and Marketing  

(Cambridge National Certificate) 
Exam Board: OCR 

The business world is constantly changing and evolving. From new technologies to the way we 
shop, businesses have to keep up with how we live and want to buy goods or access services. 
Due to this, business is a subject that will teach you how the business world works but is also 
incredibly relevant. Whatever you decide to do in the future, it will involve a business of some 
description! There are so many different aspects to business; from finance to creative marketing 
and branding - so there is something for everyone. 

Areas of Study 

There are three units: 

The first is enterprise and marketing & this is where you gain your knowledge. You will cover all 
aspects of business from knowing why some products sell millions to why others fail through to 
calculating profits. You use the knowledge learnt in this unit to complete the assignments in the 
next two units.  

The second unit involves creating a business plan from a business idea. You will carry out some 
research and cost the idea.   

In the last unit you pitch your business plan, as they do on Dragon’s Den!  

In this course you will develop your self-assessment, collaborative working, creativity, numeracy, 
research and evaluative skills. 

Assessment 
Unit 1 is assessed by an external examination. This includes a mixture of multiple choice and 
longer-answer questions.  

Units 2 and 3 are internally assessed assignments/coursework.  

The overall grade awarded is based on a combination of marks over all 3 units. Meeting 
deadlines and completing assignments to the best of your ability Is key!  

Career opportunities and progression routes 

Whatever career you have in the future will involve business, whether it is a non- profit making 
one such as the NHS, your own, a charity or a large multinational in London. Business is one of 
the most popular subjects at college and university. The main reason is that is compliments any 
other subject as well as being relevant to the world of work. There are so many careers available 
from accountancy and finance through to business law as well more creative careers. 

About the Subject 

Additional Subject 

Further Information: Veronica.bancroft@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Film Studies (GCSE) 
Exam Board: Eduqas 

Film Studies will help students understand the wonderful world of Film. The course explores the 

skills needed to analyse and understand all aspect of Film and Film production whilst offering a 

broad range of critical thinking skills and media specific knowledge that can be applied across a 

wider range of study. 

Areas of Study 

Assessment 
In Film Studies there are 3 Components. Each component explores a specific aspect of Film 
and they are as follows: 

Component 1 - Key Development in US Film (35%) Written Exam. The US film industry is 
extensive and dominates the world of film. In this component you’ll explore 3 films from the US 
looking in-depth at the change in film over time, the change in technology and the difference 
between Hollywood and Independent Film. 

Component 2 - Global Film: Narrative, Representation, Style (35%) Written Exam The Global 
film industry, although less dominant, still produces brilliant films. 

In this Component you’ll explore 3 different films looking at English speaking films and films from 
different cultures. 

Component 3 - Production (30%) Coursework. The coursework for Film Studies is the process 
of filming and cinematography. Students spend time learning about the production cycle of film 
and film their own short, genre-based, film extract. Students complete this process with an 
evaluative piece of writing, reflecting on the process as a whole. 

Career opportunities and progression routes 
This course prepares you for further study at A-Level Film Studies or Media Studies. It also 

provides a broad introduction to a range of careers paths within the Film Industry that students 

might wish to pursue. 

About the Subject 

Additional Subject 

In Film Studies students cover a wide range of skills and theories related to and including: 

• Mise-en-Scene Analysis 

• Cinematography 

• Video Editing 

• Narrative 

• Representation 

• Aesthetics 

• The Global Film Industry 

• Film Technology 

• Hollywood 

• Independent Film 

• Screenplay Writing 

Further Information: Luke.attridge@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Health and Social Care  
(Cambridge National Certificate) 

  Exam Board: OCR 

This qualification is for students who have an interest in working in the Health and Social Care 
sector. This course is ideal for those who wish to develop their knowledge and understanding of 
skills that can be applied to real life contexts and situations.  

Areas of Study 

Assessment 

60% Non-Examined Assessment: 

This will be made up of several internally 
assessed projects. 

 

40% Examination: 

This will cover all aspects of the course.  

Career opportunities and progression routes 

The Health and Social Care is a broad career sector. There are many different career paths 

available for students from all different kinds of academic background. For example, nursing, 

police services, midwifery, social work, probation service and mental health and counselling.  

About the Subject 

Additional Subject 

Principles of care in health and social care settings 

In this unit you will learn about the key topics that are important when caring for and protecting 
people in health and social care.  

Supporting individuals through life events 

In this unit you will learn about growth and development through the life stages. You will also 
learn how to evaluate the needs of individuals who have been affected by life events as well as 
how to recommend support to meet their needs.  

Health promotion campaigns 

In this unit you will research health promotion campaigns and learn about their benefit to 
society. You will also plan and deliver your own health promotion campaign.  

Further Information: Tom.davidson@thehurst.school 
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Hospitality and Catering  
(WJEC Level 1/2 Award) 

Exam Board: WJEC 

This qualification has been designed to support learners in schools who want to develop their 

knowledge and understanding of the hospitality and catering industry. It is suitable as a 

foundation for further study and support learners in developing the essential employability skills 

that are valued by employers and higher education. 

Areas of Study 

Assessment 

The WJEC Level 1/2 Award in Hospitality and Catering is made up of and assessed on two 
mandatory units: 

Unit 1: The hospitality and Catering Industry. A written examination - 40% 1 hour 30minutes 
(Externally assessed). 

Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in Action Research, prepare, cook and present dishes - 60% 
(Internally assessed). It is graded L1 Pass, L2 Pass, L2 Merit, L2 Distinction, L2 Distinction*. 
This qualification equates to the value of one GCSE. 

 

Through the 2 units, learners will gain an overview of the hospitality and catering industry and 
the type of job roles that may be available to assist them in making choices about progression. 

Career opportunities and progression routes 
Successful completion of this qualification could support entry to qualifications that develop 

specific skills for work in hospitality and catering such as: 

• Level 2 Diploma in Hospitality Services 

• Level 3 Diploma in Professional Cooking 

• Level 3 Diploma in Professional Cookery (Patisserie and Confectionary) 

Opportunities include: Waiting staff, Receptionists, Catering Assistants, Chefs, Hotel/ Bar 
Managers and Food Technologists. All of these roles require further education. 

About the Subject 

Additional Subject 

Examples of units covered: 

• The hospitality and catering environment 

• The operation of hospitality and catering provisions 

• Hospitality and catering Health and Safety requirements 

• Student will also be required to propose a hospitality and catering provision to meet 
specific requirements 

Further Information: Daniel.yates@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Music (GCSE) 
Exam Board: OCR 

GCSE Music is a brilliant, enjoyable, interesting and challenging course which encompasses 

complimentary practical and academic elements. Instrumental or vocal skills are a requirement 

to achieve at all grades and students are encouraged to take lessons either through Hampshire 

Music Service at school or privately, though this is not compulsory. 

Areas of Study 

Assessment 
Performing (30%) Students submit two performances on their specialist instrument or voice; one 
as a solo and the second as an ensemble, both of which have to be recorded in Year 11. 
Students may record multiple pieces, of which the best will be submitted.  

Composing (30%) Students have to submit two original compositions. The first is a ‘free’ 
choice—students can compose anything they like—and the second is composed to a brief set 
by OCR at the beginning of Year 11. 

Listening and Appraising (40%) This is a written paper. During the exam you will hear music 
extracts from each of the areas of study, and will answer questions based upon what you have 
heard. Most of the questions are in short form, though there are also opportunities for more 
extended answers. 

Career opportunities and progression routes 
There are many opportunities for vibrant career paths in music and in related industries. The 

broad variety of skills taught within music extend far beyond the immediate topic; transferable 

skills such as creativity, analysis, collaboration and planning are demonstrated through success 

in GCSE Music. Most GCSE Music students who are focussed on a career in this area go on to 

study either A Level Music or A Level Music Technology, followed by a relevant degree course. 

Previous students taught by the staff within the department, have forged successful careers in: 

• Music publishing and journalism 

• Radio DJ 

• West End and international performance 

• Composition for computer games 

• Media (production sound for film) 

• Teaching (private instrumental and school music) 

About the Subject 

Additional Subject 

There are five areas of study: 

• My Music 

• The Concerto Through Time 

• Rhythms of the World 

• Film Music 

• Conventions of Pop 

Further Information: Keith.lines@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Physical Education (GCSE) 
Exam Board: AQA 

This qualification appeals to those who wish to broaden their understanding of physical education 

and sport, whilst also developing and measuring their sporting prowess within three chosen 

sports. The course helps equip students to take on a number of courses in further education by 

placing emphasis on theoretical aspects of physical activity and sport. 

Areas of Study 

Assessment 

60% Theory Examination: 2 written theory exams (Paper 1 and Paper 2) based on the criteria 
highlighted above. 

30% Practical Examination: Assessment of 3 strongest sports (1 team, 1 individual and 1 free 
choice from either). An external examiner will attend a moderation day during the set moderation 
window to assess students within their chosen sports. 

10% Analysis and Evaluation of performance: This will be assessed during a block of study 
during the course and will be moderated by an external examiner within the examination window. 

Career opportunities and progression routes 
A Level PE, BTEC National Diploma in Sport, Coaching Awards. Working with NGB’s, sports 
science, leisure and fitness industry, teaching, sports therapy, and sports psychology. 

About the Subject 

Additional Subject 

Theory (Paper 1): The human body and movement in physical activity and sport. 

• Applied anatomy and physiology 

• Movement analysis 

• Physical training 

 

Theory (Paper 2): Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport. 

• Sports psychology 

• Socio-cultural influences 

• Health, fitness and well-being  

 

Practical performance assessment: 

• Performance assessed in three different sports. The full list of sports/activities can be found 
on the AQA website.  

 

Analysis and Evaluation of Performance via coursework. This will include: 

• Analysis and evaluation of performance. 

Further Information: Simon.randall@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Religious Studies - Philosophy (GCSE) 
Exam Board: AQA 

This subject focuses on the really interesting life issues such as crime and punishment, 

relationships and families and the value of human life. It will help students to become aware of 

issues of local, national and global concern. 

The course will also study two world religions in depth. Students will learn about beliefs, 

teachings and practices of Christianity and Hinduism. 

Areas of Study 

Assessment 
Students will complete two exam papers at the end of Year 11. Each paper lasts 1hour and 
45minutes. 

Paper 1:  The study of religions: belief, teachings and practices. (Christianity and Hinduism). 

Paper 2:  Thematic studies (Relationships and families, Crime and Punishment, Religion and  
  Life, Human rights and social justice). 

Career opportunities and progression routes 
GCSE Religious Studies provides a good base to go on to study any course in humanities or 

social science such as Philosophy, English, History, Sociology, Religious Studies, Law and 

Psychology. 

About the Subject 

Additional Subject 

Questions that will be considered on this course include: 

• Is it morally right to use medical technology to prolong life? 

• If God exists, why does he allow us to suffer? 

• Should we bring back the death penalty? 

• How important is the role of the family in British society? 

• Why is Christmas as a religious festival important for 
Christians? 

• Why is belief in the Trinity important for Christians? 

• How are shrines used in Hinduism? 

• The best way for Hindus to reach an understanding of 
Brahman is through meditation. Do you agree? 

Further Information: Montana.elliott@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Sports Studies 
(Cambridge Nationals Certificate Level 1/2) 

Exam Board: OCR 

This qualification is designed for learners with an interest in; skill development, gaining 
leadership qualities, learning about issues and organisations within sport and a greater 
understanding of sport and the media. This course allows students to appreciate the wider 
constraints within sport, the vastness of the sporting industry, and the skills required to develop 
within sporting activities and as a coach / leader.  

Areas of Study 
• Unit R184: Contemporary issues in sport (examination) - 40% 

• Unit R185: Performance and Leadership in Sports activities (internally assessed) - 30%  

• Unit R186: Sport and the media (internally assessed) - 30% 

Assessment 

To be awarded the OCR Cambridge National certificate in Sports Studies, students are required 

to sit a 1 hour 15 minutes exam (R184) and to complete set criteria for the other units via 

coursework. Coursework is both internally and externally marked and moderated. 

Career opportunities and progression routes 

• Sports Leadership courses 

• Further study at college in sport, physical education, media and coaching 

About the Subject 

Additional Subject 

Further Information: Simon.randall@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Travel and Tourism  
(BTEC First Award) 

Exam Board: Pearson 

This course is ideal for students who want to explore the aims of different travel and tourism 
organisations, the features of tourist destinations, how organisations meet customer 
requirements, and the influences on global travel and tourism.  

Areas of Study 

• Unit 1: Travel and Tourism Organisations and Destinations 

• Unit 2: Influences on Global Travel and Tourism (externally examined)  

• Unit 3: Customer Needs in Travel and Tourism  

Assessment 
60% Non-Examined Assessment: 

This will be made up of several internally 
assessed projects. 

 

40% Examination: 

This will cover all aspects of the course.  

Career opportunities and progression routes 

Travel and Tourism is one of the UK’s fastest growing sectors, employing over 3 million people.  

A BTEC Qualification in Travel Tourism could be an excellent way into Post-16 Level 2 and 3 

vocational studies, or apprenticeship routes into the workplace.  

This qualification will provide a basis for careers in travel, marketing, tourism, travel insurance 

and travel sustainability. 

About the Subject 

Additional Subject 

Further Information: Steve.hennah@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Higher Project Qualification  

(1/2 GCSE) 
Exam Board: AQA 

This qualification has been designed to stretch and challenge students.  

The HPQ requires students to identify and study a topic area which extends or expands their 
learning. This means students can choose to study virtually anything that is of interest to them, 
for example: 

• To what extent is society biased towards extroverts? 

• Is it advantageous for companies to develop eco-friendly methods?  

• Why did Brexit happen? 

• Can we calculate and quantify infinity?  

• Is it possible for a novel or piece of writing to be timeless?  

 
As part of this programme, students will have access to a programme of enrichment . This will 
include external speakers who will share  their expertise.  

 
Areas of Study 

With appropriate guidance, students will: 

 
• Undertake an autonomous piece of work 

• Develop as inquisitive and independent students 
• Be inspired and enthused by new areas or methods of study 
• Explore the experiential learning process, and further opportunities to plan and review their 

learning 

• Take responsibility for their own learning and develop transferable, core life and study skills 

Assessment 
100% Coursework / Project 

Students will be required to produce: 

• A completed Production Log and Assessment Record 

• The Project Report - this may take the form of a written report, but may also include media 
production, performance, artefacts or a combination of these.   

• A presentation to a non-specialist audience 

Career opportunities and progression routes 
The HPQ is an excellent addition to a broad curriculum in preparing students for further and 

higher education.  

The skills developed in this qualification can be built upon by studying for the ‘Extended Project 

Qualification’ alongside A Levels. 

About the Subject 

Further Information: Laura.billingham@hurst.hants.sch.uk 
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Frequently 

Asked  

Questions 
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Options Frequently Asked Questions 

A: As part of the ‘Straw Poll’ students will be able to give feedback regarding the 
blocks. We will work to make changes as necessary, but please bear in mind 
that we will be managing over 800 choices (4 per child), so finding a 
combination that suits every child’s choices isn’t always possible.  

Q: The Option Blocks don’t work for my child—will the form change?  

Further Information: options@thehurst.school 

A: Tutor time and assemblies will be dedicated to the Options Process. As well 
 as this, all students will engage in Option Taster Sessions. Parents, carers 
 and students can also attend the Drop In Session planned. Whilst much of 
 the information needed is in this booklet, staff are always more than happy to 
 answer any questions.  

Q: What kind of support is available for my child?   

Q: Are there any combination of subjects that my child can’t do?  

A: Students can only study one GCSE Art qualification. The GCSEs on offer are 
 essentially all specialisms within the same course, so only one may be 
 followed. 

Q: Will all courses run?   

A: We will make every effort to allocate students’ preferred option choices. 

 However, there are occasions when this will not be possible, for example: 

• Too few students have selected a particular subject 

• In the professional opinion of staff the students would not be suited to the 

subject selected 

Q: I have a query about the Options process and / or the pathway that my child 

 has been put in to. What should I do?  

A: Email us on options@thehurst.school and we will get back to you.  


