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Thank you to those parents
who responded to the recent
school survey, your support
is appreciated. Headteacher
Mrs McLaren will report the
results in her next half-term
bulletin. In future issues of
News from The Hurst we will
be focusing on some of the
key topics covered in the
survey including bullying,
managing behaviour and
our curriculum. 

SCHOOL SURVEY RESULTS
 The articles will detail the

school’s expectations and
requirements of students,
how we encourage best
practice and links to outside
agencies who can provide
support if required. We have
also set up an email address
for you to contact us if you
have any specific topics you
would like covered. Please
email  the following address
askus@thehurst.school

 
KEY DATES IN JAN/FEB

27/01         Return Year 9 Options Taster sessions 
                  forms 
02/02        Music Concert
03/02        Year 9 Options taster sessions
06-10/02   Apprenticeship Week
06-07/02  Year 9 Teenage Booster(DTP) & Meningitis ACWY
07/02        Year 9 Options Straw poll deadline
07/02        Year 8 Parents' Consultation 
08/02        Year 10 Parents' Apprenticeship Evening
13-17/02     Half Term
20/02         Back to school

NEWS FROM THE HURST
2 6 T H  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 3

Please note that this email
address is for newsletter
articles only. Please contact
your child’s tutor or Head of
Year directly for any other
correspondence.
The series will begin with a
focus on mental health,
which will correspond with
Children’s Mental Health
Week in February.

Our annual Music concert
‘One Night Only’ takes place
on Thursday, February 2nd at
7:00pm. We have so many
talented musicians in school,
and this event gives them the
opportunity to showcase their
abilities and to perform in
front of a live audience. 
Tickets are available from the
Music Department for £2 and
the PTA will be running a bar
from 6:15pm on the evening
selling alcoholic and non-
alcoholic drinks. All monies
raised will support school
projects. 

'ONE NIGHT ONLY'
FOR  MUSICIANS

If you have any spare newspapers, empty Pot Noodle style
containers, irons or mannequins, please can you ask your   
 child to bring those into the Art Department where they will   
 be transformed into objects of beauty! Thank you.

 

CAN YOU HELP?

mailto:askus@thehurst.school


We expect all students to wear
the correct uniform both at
school and at any events
where they may be
representing the school. This
also includes the journey to
and from school. We believe
that uniform is important in
making all students equal by
removing any pressure to
dress in a certain way and
helps create inclusivity. By
wearing our uniform students
are identified as being part of
the school community and we
expect them to wear it with
pride. 

We ask parents to please re-
familiarise themselves with
the school uniform policy
which can be found on the
‘Parents’ tab on the school
website. Our uniform is
straightforward and easy to
purchase, with many items
able to be bought from
supermarkets, catering to a
range of different budgets.
We are currently speaking
with parents whose children
are not wearing the correct
uniform to help raise
standards across the school.
We appreciate that there  

may be some issues
surrounding uniform, for
example rips in trousers etc.
but we ask that you resolve
these as soon as possible so
we can ensure consistency in
the school community.
Delays in replacing items –
whereby students are
wearing incorrect items of
uniform as a temporary
measure – may result in
students being removed
from the classroom. Thank
you for your support in this
matter. 

 

Our first event is the Music Concert on March 2nd where we will be running a bar serving
alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks from 6:15pm before the event begins at 7pm. If you are
attending the event, we look forward to seeing you there.
If you are interested in joining the PTA - we are a friendly group! - or helping out at some of
our events, please email rachel.fisher@thehurst.school for more information. We will provide
regular updates in ‘News from the Hurst’ about future events. 

We are delighted that the school now has a Parent Teacher Association
(PTA). Comprising parents of students at the school and teachers, we
plan to run social events and activities to raise funds for the school. We
will work closely with Headteacher, Mrs McLaren on fundraising objectives,
and ensure that any money raised is spent on items that advance the
education of students at the school and promote co-operative
partnerships between the school and parents.

SPOTLIGHT ON UNIFORM

PTA START PLANNING FUNDRAISING EVENTS

Hampshire County Council has sent us through information
regarding a paediatric first aid course they are running this Spring.
The Basingstoke course takes place at The Basingstoke Discovery
Centre on March 2nd and 9th. For more details, please visit
https://shop.hants.gov.uk/collections/library-courses

PAEDIATRIC FIRST AID
COURSE IN BASINGSTOKE
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The GCSE Options Process
began this week for our Year
9 students, which gives
students some choice over
the subjects they can study
in Key Stage 4. The process is
carefully structured to ensure
that our students access a
broad and balanced
curriculum, as well as giving
them the opportunity to
choose subjects they are
interested in, and to start
them thinking about their
future careers. Students
begin study for their GCSEs in
Year 10 which also signals the
start of them taking more
responsibility for their
learning. At school we help
students develop skills to
manage their workload, meet
deadlines and work more 

Year 7 student Bobbie is currently training to climb Mount
Snowdon alongside her sisters and cousin in a fundraising
challenge to raise money for Cancer Research. She has
been inspired to do this after two of her grandparents were
recently diagnosed with cancer. Feeling unable to do
anything to help practically, she has decided to raise money
for the charity to help fund research to help others in a
similar situation.
The climb takes place in late April and having set a realistic
fundraising target of £250.00, the team has already raised
£175.00 via their fundraising page. We wish Bobbie and
those climbing with her - the youngest 

of whom is just four years old - the best of luck. If anyone would like to sponsor Bobbie, her
fundraising page is https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/eloises-giving-page-80
Bobbie’s tutor, Mrs Nicol said: “This challenge is going to be tough, but I know that Bobbie will
rise to the occasion and will be a great support those who are walking with her. We wish her
well with her training, and look forward to hearing how the event goes and how much she has
raised.”

 

YEAR 7 STUDENT BOBBIE TO CLIMB MOUNT
SNOWDON FOR CANCER RESEARCH

independently, alongside how
to structure coursework and
prepare effectively for exams.
Over the next few weeks,
students will complete their
'options' choices, take part in
‘taster sessions’ for subjects
they have expressed an
interest in, before submitting
their final choices on March
13th. This year we have
introduced a new course to
the curriculum, a BTEC in
Travel and Tourism. Teacher
and tutors will work closely
with students over the next few
weeks as they make their
choices, with a drop-in session
on March 8th after school for
students and parents if they
have any questions.
Deputy Headteacher, Mrs
Billingham said: “We 

encourage students to read
the Options Booklet carefully,
and to talk to their teachers,
parents and other adult
family members about their
intended choices. It is also
important to think about
where studying these subjects
can lead to in terms of
college courses, higher
education and the world of
work. We are all here to
support our students, so if you
or they have any questions,
please let us know.”

YEAR 9 STUDENTS FOCUS ON 'OPTIONS' FOR KS4 
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