
Issue 6

7 T H  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2

NEWS FROM THE HURST

 
themed to school -  as part
of a non-uniform day - in
return for a £1 donation
which will go towards school
fundraising projects. Please
pay in advance via Scopay,
or send students in with the
money in a named envelope
which they should give to
their tutor.
Also on the 14th, our catering
team will be serving a two-
course sit down Christmas
lunch in the school hall with
the traditional roast turkey
meal on offer, alongside
vegetarian and vegan
options. The meal includes a
drink and a Christmas
cracker and costs £3.50. We
will also be having music in
the hall, and alongside the
wearing of Christmas 

jumpers, it looks set to be a
very festive occasion!
Lunches will be staggered
from 12:00-13:45, with
students eating in year
groups. 
To help our catering team 
with numbers you must
book the Christmas lunch in
advance by Monday, 12th
December. You can pay via
Scopay, or send in money
via the reply slip on the letter
sent to you through Edulink.
For students not wishing to
eat the Christmas lunch, the
Snack Shack will be open at
breaktime and lunchtime
selling hot and cold food.
Finally, on 15th and 16th of
December students can 
 wear non-uniform if they
wish. There is no charge.

Christmas is in full swing
here at school. Our Year 7
tutor groups are designing
post boxes so that they can
send each other Christmas
cards, and the winners of
our ‘Design the school
Christmas card’ competition
have been chosen.
Congratulations to George D
and Ella C who were joint
winners, and Alice K, Chester
B and Daisy L-P who were
the runners-up. Judges Mrs
McLaren and Mrs Isaac were
very impressed with the high
standard of entries.
Christmas Jumper Day will
take place on the 14th
December. Students are 
asked to wear their
Christmas jumpers or
something Christmas 

COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS
 

From left to right: winners George and Ella's designs, and runners-up Alice, Daisy and Chester's creations

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/young-reporter/story-search/zbpc8p3


 
Last week, fifty-five Year 10 and 11 students and five
teachers left school at 11pm, travelling overnight by
coach and ferry to Christmas markets in Cologne and
Lille. The students visited four markets in Cologne,
where the traders were selling a variety of food and
Christmas gifts, with a particular highlight being the
Bratwurst sausages! In Cologne they also visited a
chocolate museum, where they learned about the
history of chocolate and enjoyed the various cakes
and chocolate specialities on offer. 
The trip gave students the opportunity to use their
language skills, as Deputy Headteacher Mrs Billingham
highlighted. “Our students were definitely taken out of
their comfort zone, having to use their language skills
to liaise with sellers and purchase their Christmas gifts.
However they did really well and it was a fantastic
experience.”

CHRISTMAS MARKETS VISIT  TO COLOGNE AND LILLE

SANTA RUN FOR
LOCAL HOSPITAL

Our school production
‘Pirates of Treasure
Island’ begins its three-
night run this evening,
featuring great songs,
dazzling dance routines,
stunning scenery,
beautiful costumes and
amazing special effects.
Tickets are £5 each for
students at The Hurst
School and their
parents, and £3.00 for
senior citizens and
primary school children.
If you haven't already
bought your tickets for
this swashbuckling

GET READY FOR PIRATES OF
TREASURE ISLAND

adventure, don’t miss
out! Tickets can be
bought from the
Drama Department
and will also be sold
on the doors each
evening. The
production starts at
7:30pm.
An article on the
production will feature
in the first issue of
News from The Hurst
after we return from
the Christmas break.Thank you to our Learning Support

Assistant, Mr Turvey who took part in the
‘Santa Run’ from Beaulieu Motor Museum
in the New Forest to Southampton Hospital
at the end of November. Travelling in a
fleet of around 100 Volkswagen
campervans, Mr Turvey was part of a
team delivering Christmas gifts to the
hospital’s children’s cancer ward. Thanks
to your generosity, the school donated 42
bagged gifts to the cause.

We have filled three of our Parent Governor
vacancies and are looking for just one more
person to complete the team. If you are
interested, please visit the ‘Join Us’ section of
the website which has more details.

THREE DOWN, ONE TO GO!



At The Hurst School, we have
high expectations for all our
students, but also realise
that some of our learners
need different levels of
support to be able to
achieve their potential. Our
Learning Support Team
works closely with students
both inside and outside the
classroom to overcome
barriers that may exist,
liaises with outside agencies
when specialist support is
required, and maintains
contact with parents.
Over in North Block, we have
a large display board which
is designed to be a source
of inspiration for all our
students about figures in the
public eye who have

overcome challenges or
face daily battles to be
successful in their chosen
fields. The poster includes
singer Justin Timberlake and
actress Emma Watson who
have ADHD, Elon Musk and
Greta Thunberg who are on
the autistic spectrum, and
Richard Branson, who says
that he believes his dyslexia
has been a positive factor in
his success. “I simply
wouldn’t be where I am
today if I wasn’t dyslexic,” he
says.” In the real world,
dyslexia can be a huge
advantage. Many people
with dyslexia have great
imaginations, creativity and
problem-solving skills. In
fact, many of the world’s 

greatest entrepreneurs and
inventors are dyslexic.”
We hope this visual
representation acts as a
positive motivator for all our
students. This also links back
to our school values of
‘ambition’ and ‘commitment,’
in that providing our
students with a supportive
learning environment allows
them to flourish and
therefore identify and create
further opportunities for
themselves through their
experiences and positive
relationships.

INSPIRING STUDENTS TO REACH THEIR POTENTIAL

Mrs Rawlings' literacy classes have just completed a scheme
of work on phobias. They were tasked to research a phobia of
their choice and then produce a leaflet with facts, symptoms,
general information and images. As part of their homework,
they then had to produce a cake representing a phobia. They
produced some incredible cakes as you can see. 

PHOBIAS REPRESENTED IN CAKE FORM!
PE AMBASSADORS

We have a new team of PE Team
Captains who will be
representing our school teams of
Wiggins, Ennis-Hill, Scott or
Hamilton, alongside helping the
PE team run competitions such
as sports day and cross-country
day, as well as heading to local
primary schools to help them run
their sporting events. Students
were asked to write a letter of
application explaining why they
would make an excellent Team
Captain, drawing on their skills
and experiences. A huge well
done to Molly, Amelia, Isaac,
Megan, Lennon, Isabel, Emma,
Liam, Lily, Holly and Wesley, the PE
Department are looking forward
to working with you this
academic year. 



07-09/12/22   School Production 'Pirates of Treasure Island'
12/12/22          Rearranged flu vaccinations - Years 7, 8 & 9
12/12/22          Deadline to pay for school Christmas Lunch
14/12/22          Christmas Jumper Day - £1 through ScoPay
14/12/22          Christmas Lunch
15 & 16/12/22   Non-uniform days. No charge.
16/12/22          End of term. School closes at 12:00
03/01/23         Inset Day
04/01/23         All students return to school 

KEY DATES IN NOV/DEC/JAN

Our lost property box has been
slowly filling up this term. If your
child has lost something, please
ask them to firstly retrace their
footsteps at school before then
checking at Reception and with
the PE Department to see if the
item has been handed in.

 

We’re now registered with easyfundraising, which means you can help us for FREE. Over 7,000
brands will donate to us when you use easyfundraising to shop with them – at no extra cost to
yourself! All you need to do is sign up and remember to use easyfundraising whenever you shop
online. It’s easy and completely FREE! These donations really mount up, so please sign up to
support us at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/the-hurst-school/?
utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-en-n1
For each person who registers between now and the 9th December,
easyfundraising will donate an extra £1 to the school, so if you can, please
 sign up. 

COUGHS, COLDS AND COVID
We currently have a high level of student absence due to
illness, with flu, colds, coughs and other general seasonal
illnesses running alongside Covid. Please do ensure that
you ring the school absence line on 0118 981 7474 each day
that your child is not going to be in school so their absence
is marked as authorised. Please give some information as
to why your child is absent, particularly at the moment with
some schools experiencing Strep A outbreaks. 
We will continue to encourage good hygiene in 
school through handwashing, sanitising of 
surfaces, students using tissues etc.

 

FINAL FEW DAYS FOR EASYFUNDRAISING SIGN UP BONUS

LOST PROPERTY

If you are looking to give the gift of fitness this Christmas, The Hurst Leisure’s monthly
membership is available from just £20. This is the perfect gift for someone who 
wants to either try out the gym, or kickstart their fitness journey in 2023. Membership
includes access to the fully equipped gym with a variety of cardio and resistance 
machines, free weights and a dedicated functional fitness area, plus access to a 
range of fitness classes from Spin to Body Pump and Pilates. The Hurst Leisure also 
has a squash and badminton court for hire, and a snooker room with two full size tables. 
To find out more, you can contact The Hurst Leisure on 01189 811 611 or visit them during
the evenings or at weekends. This offer runs until the 24th December.

 

GET FIT FOR 2023 WITH THE HURST LEISURE

We would like to take this
opportunity to wish all our families 

...AND FINALLY

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/the-hurst-school/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-en-n1

