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THE HURST TAKES PART IN THE BBC'S
'SHARE YOUR STORY' PROJECT
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NEWS FROM THE HURST

 

KEY DATES IN OCTOBER
13/10/22         Whole school Careers Fair
17/10/22         School photographs - Years 7, 10 and tutor 
                       groups
20/10/22        Hurst Got Talent - 7:30pm, school hall
21/10/22         Years 7-11 Standards reports distributed
22-26/10/22  Year 11 Business students New York trip
24-28/10/22  Half-term
31/10/22          Students return to school             

Last Friday we were visited by
the BBC who had approached
the school and asked if we
would like to take part in its
centenary education project
‘Share Your Story’. The project
aims to inspire young people
to achieve their career goals
and help realise their
ambitions through sharing
stories to inspire others.
Two journalists, Anoushka
Williams, a presenter at BBC
Cornwall and Dan Lucas, a
BBC Radio Visualisation
Producer, presented to the
students. They discussed their
upbringing and the
challenges that they have
faced in their lives which have
inspired them both in their
careers and outside interests.
Anoushka spoke about how
growing up as a child of
mixed race made her feel like
she didn’t fit in, however by
sharing her story with other
people it has not only
improved her confidence but
inspired her in her career. Dan
talked about how he didn’t
feel completely comfortable
with his chosen degree  

Reporter Story Search’
competition for 11-18-
year-olds, asking young
people to share their own
story, with the potential for
it to be broadcast on a
BBC programme or
platform. More details can
be found by searching for
'BBC Young Reporter Story
search' online.

subject, but how his
interests and hobbies in
radio inspired him to apply
for a role on a BBC
apprenticeship scheme
which has now resulted in
him working in a field he
loves.
The key message to
students was that by
sharing our stories we have
the power to improve the
lives of others, improve our
mental health and grow as
individuals. Students were
keen to ask the presenters
questions about their
careers, and both Dan and
Anoushka commented
about how insightful their
questions were and how
well behaved our students
were. The duo then
highlighted the ‘BBC Young 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/young-reporter/story-search/zbpc8p3


DUKE OF EDINBURGH STUDENTS BRAVE THE COLD
TO COMPLETE THEIR BRONZE EXPEDITION 

Forty-seven Year 10
students completed their
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh
expedition over the
weekend, completing a
challenging 20 mile walk
over the two days,
including spending a
chilly night under canvas.
Having completed a
‘camp skills’ course a
fortnight ago, where they
learned how to read
maps, build and
dismantle tents, and
basic cooking skills, our
students arrived at
Hungerford Common
early on Saturday
morning, ready to
complete the two-day
challenge. The route
involved navigating in
groups to Linkenholt in
Wiltshire, where they
would camp overnight
before returning to
Hungerford Common the
next day.
Each group had a tracker  
- provided by local
company Ridgeline
Adventures - so event
organisers could keep an
eye on progress  

and provide assistance if
students were venturing
off course. After arriving
at Linkenholt late
afternoon/early evening,
students set up their tents
and cooked themselves
an evening meal, before
settling down in their
sleeping bags.
It was definitely a chilly
night, as demonstrated by
the frost on their tents in
the morning, but it didn’t
deter our intrepid
explorers, who after
having cooked their
breakfasts packed up
their tents and set off on
the return journey.
Navigating a different
route this time, our
students completed the
rest of their expedition
arriving back at
Hungerford Common
between 3pm and 5pm
that afternoon. 
Miss Croft, D of E Team
Leader said: “It was a
successful weekend, and I
am very proud of all the
students for completing
their challenge.

As they arrived at the
finishing point, they all
looked very tired, but
proud of what they have
achieved. Thank you also
to Mr Goodfellow, Mr
Craven and Mr Hayford
for helping."
We were also delighted to
receive feedback from
some local residents who
bumped into our students
at the weekend, and sent
a letter to Headteacher,
Mrs McLaren praising their
conduct and demeanour.
“My husband and I and a
friend were out walking
our dogs yesterday
(Saturday 8 October)
around Kintbury when we
met a group of pupils
from The Hurst School on
part of their Duke of
Edinburgh challenge. We
walked with them for a
short period and I would
just like to say how
pleasant it was to meet
such a chatty and
respectful group of
teenagers.”



 

This year we are taking part in the Wessex Rotary Shoebox scheme, asking students if they
can get involved in the opportunity to lift the spirits of many less fortunate children in Europe
by giving them a gift for Christmas.
Gift wrapped showboxes are filled with items that will bring joy to the children and benefit
their health, education and hygiene. Each box is filled for a specific age of child.
Students can get involved in different ways, either by bringing in an individual item to help
their tutor group fill a shoebox or cover a shoebox of their own and fill it with different items.
Copies of the leaflet which detail all the suggested items can be found on our website in the
'Students' section. Items need to be brought into school by 21st October. Thank you for your
help. 

HELP US SUPPORT THE SHOEBOX APPEAL 

Good luck to Year 11 student
Rebekah, who will be
undertaking her National Pool
Lifeguard qualification during
October half-term. This is a
work standard qualification
and will aid her in her
teaching at a local disability
swimming club in Reading.
Additionally, Rebekah has
also been nominated for an
award at the Reading Sports
Personality Award which take
place in November in
recognition of her work with
disability swimmers in
Reading. 

 
 

We are currently looking for two new Parent Governors to join us in further developing and
enhancing the provision that the school provides for our students. Our proactive Governing
Board is a friendly and enthusiastic team who meet as a Full Governing Body six times a year
on a Monday night and are supported by three working committees made up of both
Governors and Hurst professionals. You will be expected to be a member of at least one of
the committees, as well as the Full Governing Board. For further information, please visit:
https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/governors/volunteer. Alternatively, if you
would like to speak to the Chair of Governors, please let us know. 

COULD YOU BE A PARENT GOVERNOR? 

GOOD LUCK
REBEKAH!

It's nearly time for our annual spectacular 'Hurst Got Talent' show, showcasing the incredible
talents of our students whether they be singers, dancer, comedians or musicians. The event
takes place on 20th October. Tickets go on sale today. 

IT'S NEARLY SHOW TIME!

Alice was delighted - albeit a little exhausted -  after
completing her Bronze Duke of Edinburgh expedition!

PHOTO OF THE WEEK!

https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/governors/volunteer


Dear Holly, 

It’s now 2030 and the world looks very different to what it

looked like in 2022. The topic of climate change has

evolved considerably; everyone is now helping out a lot

more. We have more vans and lorries running on hydrogen,

and the number of electric cars on the road has gone from

3% to a massive 75%, all of this is helping us to reduce our

carbon footprint and keep our place on this planet. We are

still organising protests but they are a lot less because the

world has changed so much over these last eight years.

All KS3 English students
were invited to enter a
‘Letter from the future’
competition organised
by Basingstoke and
Deane Council to mark
Net Zero Week 2022. The
aim of the competition
was to get students
thinking about how
Basingstoke and Deane
could meet its 

target of becoming a
net zero carbon borough
by 2030. Students had to
imagine it is 2030 and
write a letter to their past
selves about how the
borough has become
more sustainable. 
The competition is being
judged by the Mayor of
Basingstoke 

and council workers. We wish
our students the best of luck.
Below are extracts from some of
our talented writers.

Dear Past Mia,

The year is now 2030 and wow what a massive change the world
has gone through especially Basingstoke and Deane. I am sure
you are wondering what changes have happened?
There aren’t as many trees as there were in 2022 and that is
because we needed a lot more palm oil for food to last longer and
with everyone switching to paper straws not only are we cutting
down trees to get paper to write on but also the paper straws!
There are also not that many plants around due to the amount of
factories being made to make the paper and its killing of more
animals and more people are getting ill by the fumes.

The food that we eat is from local
free range farms and there are
greenhouses filled with organic fruit
and vegetables. There are lots of
fields that have been planted with
community orchards. They have a
variety of trees consisting of apple
trees, cherry trees, plum trees and
pear trees. The community uses all of
this fruit to make juice and jam and
dishes like tarts, crumbles and trifles.

Hope you like the future.

Xavier
 

KS3 ENGLISH STUDENTS WRITE A LETTER FROM THE FUTURE

MUSIC LESSONS
The Hurst offers music tuition from Hogan Music in a range of different instruments including;
acoustic guitar, bass guitar, drums, electric guitar, keyboard, piano, ukulele and vocals. If this of
interest, please visit www.hoganmusic.co.uk/schools for further information. 


